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I am very much looking forward to a productive and exciting school year!  Please feel free to contact me with 
any questions or concerns. 

Contact Info 

 Email:  

School Website:    (you can see all the Remind updates here!) 

Teacher Website:   

Remind: (or see directions on attached sheet) – If you download the 

app, Ms. Sereika will have “office hours” on Remind every day from 7:00 am – 8:00 pm where you can 
use the chat feature to send messages about schoolwork directly to Ms. Sereika. 

Twitter:  

 Instagram: (Check out what we’re doing in class!) 

 

 

 We’ll be doing MANY labs, working collaboratively, using technology, using evidence to connect what 
we explore in our labs with what we observe in the universe, and researching a lot. Lab safety and 
respect for tools and equipment in the classroom are expected. 

 There is an 8th grade test for science this year for the state of Ohio. With all the collaborative, lab-
based work we’ll be doing, students will be well-prepared to handle the material on the assessment. 

 

 We will be using standards based learning and grading approach this year. This philosophy 

focuses on grades as a measure of a student’s progress toward competence of a standard, not just a number 
of how many questions a student gets right or wrong or if a student completed work or not. Students are 
encouraged to continue to learn concepts and improve their understanding through redoing and retaking 
assignments if necessary. 
 

What are some things to know about how Ms. Sereika grades? 
 I will be using a rubric to grade student work – assignments aren’t just points based on the 

number of questions. Most assignments will be out of 100 points to match the percentages on the 
rubric. 

o The general rubric is attached to this packet for you to review and become familiar with.  
 

 There will be less assignments in the gradebook than you might be used to. 
o Students practice concepts with class activities, which won’t be graded. Graded assignments 

happen after students have had time to work with concepts and show a level of understanding 
with them. 

 

Topics explored 
this year in 8th 
Grade Science 

 physical Earth 

 forces and motion 

 species and reproduction 

 reading in science 

 writing in science 

 science skills 



 Students will be given the chance to redo/retake assignments to show a higher level of 
understanding of material (with a few requirements to do so),  

o Grades will be changed to show the change in understanding.  
o Even though there will not be a lot of grades, students can work to learn the material at a 

deeper level and have a grade change reflect that improvement. 
o This also means no extra credit – extra credit comes when a student relearns the material and 

shows that they understand it. 
 

 No grades will go in as less than a 50% (unless a quiz or test score is lower than 50%). 
o Philosophically I don’t think it’s fair to give a 0 on the 100 point scale. Therefore, a score of 

50% will show that a student has no evidence of understanding the content or has not turned in 
work. I will indicate if there is missing work using the tools on PowerSchool – so check regularly! 
 

 Grades will not be entered just by individual assignment like “Quiz 1” or “Genetics Test.”    
o Some assignments might be broken down into two or more themes and grades will be entered 

linked to content statements. This is to better communicate what level of understanding your 
child has instead of just one overall grade for a test, for example. A test might have 3 big 
ideas within it so there will be 3 grades for that test in PowerSchool. 

 

 

 This year we will be using Interactive Learning 

Logs (ILLs) to keep track of work and information, process new information, measure day-by-day 
progress, have as a study tool, etc.  It is a great research-based tool that we will use daily.  A big emphasis 
this year will be on self-monitored learning; YOU are the key player in your own learning.  Please make sure 
you have a college-ruled composition notebook and 2 glue sticks. 

 

We will use a bunch of online apps and websites and other technology to document learning, as a way to 
present information, and connect.  It is the assumption that students will use technology appropriately and 
will follow all school guidelines plus any additional class guidelines and only use the technology 
approved by the teacher with permission.   
 

Please tear off and return the signature page.  Thank you! 

         
Sincerely,   
         
 
 
Lindsay Sereika, Science Teacher



Parents/Guardians and Students  Sign up here for text or email updates: 
https://www.remind.com/join/scinoms or download the app and sign up for 
@scinoms19! 
 



General rubric used in science class: 
  

All components 
are included, 
answers are 
accurate and 
go beyond 
what was 
asked, many 
solid details 
are present, 
very detailed 
support is 
provided for 
answers; aside 
from minor 
errors not 
affecting 
showing 
understanding, 
the concepts 
are strongly 
connected and 
applied to 
situations and 
can be 
extended to 
other 
situations; 
vocab is used 
naturally and 
regularly in the 
correct manner 
 
The content 
statement is 
understood 
thoroughly and 
deeply and 
further 
connections are 
made. 

All components 
are included, 
answers are 
mostly 
accurate, good 
details are 
present, good 
support is 
provided for 
answers; vocab 
and concepts 
are used 
naturally and 
correctly aside 
from small 
errors; 
concepts can 
be applied 
accurately in 
the situation 
 
The content 
statement is 
understood 
thoroughly. 

Most major 
components are 
included, answers 
are mostly 
accurate, details 
are lacking a bit 
but are present, 
support is 
provided for 
answers but might 
be a little lacking; 
vocab is used 
mostly correctly 
and some basic 
connects are made 
but there are 
issues with 
connections and 
applying concepts 
 
The content 
statement is 
understood mostly. 

Some major 
components 
are missing, 
some answers 
are accurate 
but there 
might be 
some 
inaccurate, 
details are 
lacking a bit 
or might not 
be present, 
support is 
lacking; 
vocab is 
attempted in 
a somewhat 
correct way 
but many 
errors exist 
and 
information is 
mostly at a 
beginning 
stage of 
understanding 
 
The content 
statement is 
only 
understood in 
a very basic 
way. 

Components 
are missing, 
answers 
rarely are 
accurate, no 
details or 
support 
given; the 
student tries 
to use 
relevant 
vocab and 
ideas but 
does so with 
many errors; 
needs help 
with the ideas 
and shows 
limited 
understanding 
 
The content 
statement is 
just beginning 
to be 
learned. 

Unfinished, not 
turned in, or very 
inaccurate 
 
There is not enough 
evidence that the 
content statement is 
learned. 



Please tear this sheet off, complete the form, and sign. 

Student: I have read and understand the expectations and grading policies.  I understand that while using technology in 
class, I am expected to follow all class rules and school rules and will use technology for educational purposes in a 
professional way. 
 
Student’s name (printed): ____________________________________________  Class period (A-Day): _________ 
 
    
Student signature: ______________________________________________________        Date : ______________ 
 

Parent/Guardian: I have read and understand the expectations and grading policies.  I understand that my child will be 
using technology and that ALL class and school rules apply. If he/she does not use the technology properly, 
consequences will follow. 
 
Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________________________________          Date : ______________ 

 

Fill in one bubble that best tells Ms. Sereika how much teach-initiated contact you 
would like. Each child is different and you know them best to help me know how 
much adult intervention they need to create a classroom they can be successful in! 

 
  

Parent/Guardian Name 

Please fill out the information for the best phone and email to contact you and  
select ALL the options that work best for you.  

Phone Email Remind 

Name: 
 

 
Relationship to student: 

  
 I signed up 
 I’m not going to 
sign up 

 
 I prefer a phone call 

 
 I prefer an email 

 
 I prefer using 
Remind chats 

Name: 
 
 
Relationship to student:  

  
 I signed up 
 I’m not going to 
sign up 

 
 I prefer a phone call 

 
 I prefer an email 

 I prefer using 
Remind chats 

 Is there a best time of day to contact you? 

 Can you share any information that would help me help your child the best I can this year? This is your 
chance to let me get to know your child a little better as we start the year! Please respond on the back. 


